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Our Mission

The American Indian 

Recruitment (AIR) Program 

has been established with the 

ideals of success in academics 

and promoting higher 

education through culture. 

It is our belief that cultural 

identity will foster a higher 

sense of self-esteem and 

confidence which inspires 

greater academic success and 

higher achievement.



"I am heartened that the graduation rate is up slightly, but Californiaõs 
dropout rate is still unacceptably high," said OõConnell. "If we look deeper into 
the data, we see alarmingly high dropout rates among African American and 
Hispanic students. There are long -term economic repercussions from not 
graduating for the student, for their communities, and for our statewide 
economy. These data provide even more evidence of the challenge and the 
moral imperative of closing the achievement gap as well as increasing 
graduation rates among all students.ó 

San Diego County Office of Education (SDCOE) May 12, 2009 

Education in California 2009



Nearly one in three African 

American students, one in four 

Hispanic students, and more 

than one in five American Indian 

students dropped out over the 

course of grades 9 to 12. 

Four -year dropout rates -SDCOE: 

LRET Assessment (MAY 12, 2009)



Achievement gap casts a 

shadow on test scores

Students across county, 

state show improvem ent
By Bruce Lieberman and Maureen Magee

UNION -TRIBUNE STAFF WRITERS

2:00 a.m. August 19, 2009

Despite severe budget cuts to education, 

students in San Diego County and 

throughout California made solid gains 

on standardized tests this year. 

But results released yesterday by the 

state Department of Education show 

little progress in narrowing the 

persistent achievement gap between 

racial groups. 

òTo me it's the biggest civil rights issue 

of this generation,ó state 

Superintendent of Instruction Jack 

O'Connell said of the chasm that 

separates student performance between 

Latino and black students and their 

white and Asian counterparts. 

That gap can be seen throughout the 

state and region. 

http://www3.signonsandiego.com/staff/bruce-lieberman/
http://www3.signonsandiego.com/staff/maureen-magee/


History

The AIR Program was developed some 15 years ago with a goal to give our 

students academic success in grade school (7 th through 12 th grades) and 

promote higher education while strengthening cultural identity. 



Primarily, our program uses the 

approach that our Native American 

students will use the association 

between higher education and 

cultural identity to foster a greater 

sense of self-esteem and self 

confidence.  This is turn will inspire 

goals of academic success and for 

continuing education within college 

or vocational studies. 



The AIR Program Model

The AIR Program model brings students 

onto the university to acclimate the 

student to the university and to overcome 

the fears of the university setting.

We give college workshops presented by 

our mentor college students to hear first 

hand of their experiences (success and 

failures and areas which will help them 

improve in academics and preparation).

We give a culturally related research 

project so that the student becomes 

familiar with the research institution, 

where we teach research methodology 

through our college students, and give 

American Indian specific topics for 

students to learn and identify.

We invite guest speakers to discuss our 

Native cultures and identity.

Finally, we mentor our students answering 

questions on college life and areas of 

success while in college.



Academic success through 

tutoring and mentoring. 

Academic success through 

educational workshops



Academic success through 

research methodology

Finally, academic success 

through culturally -based 

curriculum, giving our 

students a greater sense of 

cultural identity and building a 

greater sense of self -esteem 

and confidence



Collaborative Approach:

The AIR Program has continued to succeed 

due to its collaborative approach; we have 

maintained a cooperative relationship with 

our American Indian community in order to 

develop a program where the needs of the 

studentõs participants are met. Each year 

more organizations contribute, support and 

work with us to make our program a 

success.


